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The End of a Rock-y Top Tradition
By Stephen Kasper

It seems like only yesterday when Tennessee senior Payton Miller first made her artistic mark on the famous Rock just outside the Thornton Athletic Center on UT campus. But with her graduation approaching in May, and medical school at UT-Memphis in her future, the tradition of her Vol-themed masterpieces may be coming to an end.

Miller was just a sophomore the first time she painted the Rock. It was right in the middle of the 2014 football season when the whole “Third Down for What” phenomenon had taken off. Her school spirit mixed with her artistic talent led her to the giant, geological art canvas where she painted a portrait of the rap artist Lil Jon sporting a Power-T hat. 

Within a few days, her work was featured on the SEC Network and was even tweeted out by the official Tennessee Football Twitter account. A few weeks later, Lil Jon himself made a surprise visit to campus. 

From then on, Miller started giving the Rock spray-painted makeovers every Friday night before home games – each piece taking 6-10 hours to finish and always more elaborate and incredible than the last.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Before long, Vol fans were waking up on game days, wondering what masterpiece Miller had concocted the night before. In total, Miller has painted the Rock 28 times. She’s done everything form Smokey to Peyton Manning. 

She even did a heart-warming portrait of Joshua Dobbs with his buddy AJ Cucksey, a 6-year-old cancer survivor whom Dobbs befriended around the same time Miller got her start painting the Rock. The former Vols quarterback was not only appreciative of the painting, but also Miller’s genuine love for the University of Tennessee.

As a student and especially a football player, I have really enjoyed her paintings on our iconic Rock,” said Dobbs. “She volunteers so much of her time and personal resources, even buying supplies out of her own pocket because she loves UT. I was fortunate enough to be painted on the Rock twice. It will be one of those things I will always cherish.”

Sadly, all good things must come to an end – including traditions. And that’s exactly what Miller has created.

Students, faculty, and fans will all miss seeing her UT artwork on Saturdays in the fall. Perhaps none more than Butch Jones, who knows exactly the impact Miller has made.

“Payton Miller is a Vol for Life,” said Jones. “And she has enhanced the Tennessee gameday experience with her paintings.”

Miller’s work on the Rock has become a gameday ritual that fans look forward to when they visit Rocky Top. And to Jones, she has embodied what it means to be a VFL. 

“Our student-athletes, our coaches, and our staff are inspired by the amazing paintings Payton Miller creates on the Rock. Her passion for the University of Tennessee always shines through in her artwork.”

Even Athletic Director Dave Hart knows the value Miller has added to the school’s campus. 

“Payton Miller’s artwork on the Rock has added to the excitement and fanfare of Tennessee athletics during my tenure in Knoxville,” said Hart. “We can’t wait to see where Payton’s creative vision will take her next.”

Obviously, we can’t blame a student for graduating and moving on, but it will definitely feel like something is missing when football season rolls around this year. 

And even though she’s looking forward to her next step, Miller says she is still hopeful that she can occasionally grab a few cans of spray-paint and revisit her old, 80-ton friend at the corner of Volunteer Boulevard and Pat Summit Street. 

“It’s kind of bitter-sweet,” said Miller. Hopefully I can come back and paint again some time. But I know I’m going to do something big in May before graduation as kind of my curtain call. It will be kind of sad for me.”





